
Name: 
Cycle 1 Social World Study Guide  

Week 1 through 6; 9/10-10/19, 2018 
Medieval World and Beyond 

 
 

Overview: After the Roman Empire collapsed and the Roman system of roads fell into disrepair, it 
was more difficult for Europeans to remain connected to one another. They no longer had a unified 
government. Europe fractured into many small kingdoms under what was known as the feudal 
system. During this cycle, we will study Europe during the Middle Ages and how its people remained 
connected through trade and the Catholic Church. 
 
 

“One must always maintain one’s connection to the past and yet ceaselessly pull away from it. “ 
       Gaston Bachelard 

 
 
Week 1: September 10 – 14, 2018 
Introduction: The World in 300 C.E. 
Guiding Question: How did the distant regions of the world become more interconnected through 
medieval and early modern times? 
Teacher initial 

~Participate in a class discussion 
~With your small group, read “Setting the Stage: Europe During Medieval Times”  

1. _______ Complete Geography Challenge in your packet. 
2. _______ In your textbook read The World in 300 C.E. and answer the Notes section in your packet 
3. _______ Synthesis: Complete the processing activity in your packet 
4. _______ Cover your textbook, present to teacher. 
 
 
Week 2: September 17 – 21, 2018 
Lesson/Chapter 1: The Legacy of the Roman Empire 
Guiding Question: To what extent have the contributions of ancient Rome contributed to modern 
society? 
Lesson/Chapter 4: Life in Medieval Towns 
Guiding Question: What was life like in medieval European towns? 
Teacher initial 

 ~Participate in a class discussion  
  Chapter 1: The Legacy of the Roman Empire 
5. _______  Read Chapter 1 and complete your reading notes in your packet. 
6. _______ Synthesis: complete the Processing Activity in your packet (chapter 1). 

Lesson/Chapter 4: Life in Medieval Towns 
  ~Read chapter 4; use as a guide for answering the guiding question and group work 
7. _______ In your small group you will prepare an interactive dramatization about 1 or more 

aspects of life in medieval European towns. Each dramatization will re-create 2 or more 
conditions faced by medieval people. 
List your group’s conditions, teacher approval required. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. ________ Synthesis: In paragraph form write a detailed response to the guiding question utilizing a 

claim, evidence and analysis. 
 
 



 
Week 3: September 24 – 28, 2018 
Lesson/Chapter 3: The Roman Catholic Church in Medieval Europe 
Guiding Question: How influential was the Roman Catholic Church in Medieval Europe? 

Lesson/Chapter 6: The Byzantine Empire 
Guiding Question: How did the Byzantine Empire develop and form its own distinctive church? 

Teacher initial 
  ~Participate in a lesson/class discussion 

Lesson/Chapter 3: The Roman Catholic Church in Medieval Europe 
9. ________ Read chapter 3 and complete notes section of your ISN 
10. _______ Synthesis: In paragraph form write a detailed response to the guiding question utilizing a 

claim, evidence and analysis. 
  Lesson/Chapter 6: The Byzantine Empire 
11. ________ Read Chapter 6 and complete notes section in your ISN 
12. _______ Synthesis: In your textbook read Reading Further and complete the activity in your ISN 
13. _______ Participate in a class dialogue 
 
 
Week 4: October 1 – 5, 2018 

Chapter 2: The Development of Feudalism in Western Europe 
Guiding Question: How well did feudalism establish order in Europe in the Middle Ages? 
Teacher initial 

 ~Participate in class discussion/activity  
14. _______ Read Chapter 2 and complete your Chapter Notes in your ISN. 
15. _______ Complete the Processing Activity in your ISN 
16. _______ Synthesis: In paragraph form write a detailed response to the guiding question utilizing a 

claim, evidence and analysis. 
 

 
Week 5: October 8 – 12, 2018 
Lesson/Chapter 5: The Decline of Feudalism 
Guiding Question: How did events in Europe contribute to the decline of feudalism and the rise 
of democratic thought? 
Teacher initial 
  ~Participate in a lesson/class discussion 
17. _________ Read Chapter 5 and complete notes section of your ISN 
18. _________ In your small group create a skit utilizing the Processing activity as your guide 
19. _________ Complete Reading Further activity in your handout 
20. _________ Synthesis: In paragraph form write a detailed response to the guiding question utilizing 

a claim, evidence and analysis. 
21. _________ Participate in a class dialogue 
 
Week 6: October 15 – 19, 2018  
Cycle 1 Finals Week 

Prepare for Cycle 1 final by reviewing all Guiding Questions, ISN notes, geography challenge and 
timeline challenge 

  ~Participate in a cycle review (10/15) 
22. ________ Synthesis: Unit 1 Timeline Challenge  
23. ________ Synthesis: Fun with Geography activity ________________________________________________________ 
 
24.  ~Cycle 1 final date TBD ________________________________ 

 
~All Cycle 1 Social World work due by October 19, 2018; no late work will be accepted~ 



 
 
 
 


